
Read & Download (PDF Kindle) 
Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness 

(Great Lives Series)
 Charles R. Swindoll

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/MBPgA/Joseph-A-Man-of-Integrity-and-Forgiveness-Great-Lives-Series
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/MBPgA/Joseph-A-Man-of-Integrity-and-Forgiveness-Great-Lives-Series
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/MBPgA/Joseph-A-Man-of-Integrity-and-Forgiveness-Great-Lives-Series
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/MBPgA/Joseph-A-Man-of-Integrity-and-Forgiveness-Great-Lives-Series
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/MBPgA/Joseph-A-Man-of-Integrity-and-Forgiveness-Great-Lives-Series


No family today is more dysfunctional than Joseph's. No one faces greated temptation than
Potiphar's wife offered Joseph. No faith is challenged more severely than was Joseph's on death
row. Yet Joseph stood firm, exemplifying what is possible when ordinary people maintain their
connections with God. Like an epic novel filled with intrigue, tension, and torrential emotions,
Joseph's triumphiant story touches us all. This third volume in Charles Swindoll's"Great Lives"
series presents a fresh look at one of the most intriguing characters in the Old Testament and
focuses on the virtue of forgiveness in the face of deceit and betrayal.

From School Library JournalGr 7 Up—Originally published in magazines between 1966 and
1968, these humorous and spooky entries introduce readers to one of the most famous
characters in Japan. The book focuses on the character of Kitaro but includes lots of different
yokai (monsters and other mysterious beings), which make these stories exciting and surreal. In
Kitaro's origin story, readers learn that he is the last member of the Ghost Tribe, he was born
from his mother's grave, his late father's eyeball follows and protects him, and he can use his
own hair as a weapon. The other selections present different human and yokai characters and
expand Kitaro's story as he helps to fight the evil creatures with powers of his own. The
illustrations range from cute and cartoony to finely detailed, and they add to the action and
energy. Readers will see why Kitaro has been a popular character for decades in Japan and will
want to read more volumes to discover the rest of his adventures. The book concludes with a
history of Kitaro, an overview of yokai, and several puzzles featuring the characters. VERDICT
For fans of manga, monsters, and extremely weird stories.—Andrea Lipinski, New York Public
LibraryReview"There are incredibly detailed establishing images, quite beautiful, long shots with
very little negative space […] these contrast with the more event-driven panels, which tend to be
much simpler and are much closer to the characters. This is a book that will appeal to children
and adults alike, and I’m already looking forward to the next volume."―The Quietus"There’s no
doubt that Birth of Kitaro is a great entry point into Kitaro’s yokai filled world, and it’s worth
picking up."―The OASG"Originally published in magazines between 1966 and 1968, these
humorous and spooky entries introduce readers to one of the most famous characters in
Japan."―Andrea Lipinski, School Library Journal"Its deep background in Japanese mythology
and folklore can make it slightly less accessible to western audiences, until you start to read it
and get sucked in by Mizuki’s ability to spin a yarn."―Paste"[The] Birth of Kitaro is a great read
for any young readers or fans of Shigeru Mizuki or yokai."―Manga Xanadu“Readers will see why
Kitaro has been a popular character for decades in Japan and will want to read more volumes to
discover the rest of his adventures.”―Library Journal"... a fantastically eerie read ... for long time
readers, [Shigeru Mizuki's] early [work] is a great historical marker of his growing talent, allowing



to see where this master artist got his start."―Fangoria on The Birth of Kitaro"The aesthetics on
display in The Birth Of Kitaro are diverse, and Mizuki’s ability to affect three or four different
complex styles in the same story is mesmerizing. His stories are quaint and fun―certainly
enjoyable to read―but the way he draws establishes him as a titan, and his reputation as a major
talent is confirmed again and again."―AV Club"If you haven't experienced Kitaro before, this is a
perfect place to start."―The Anime News NetworkAbout the AuthorBorn March 8, 1922 in
Sakaiminato, Tottori, Japan, Shigeru Mizuki is a specialist in stories of yokai and is considered a
master of the genre. He is a member of the Japanese Society of Cultural Anthropology, and has
traveled to more than sixty countries around the world to engage in fieldwork on the yokai and
spirits of different cultures. He has been published in Japan, South Korea, France, Spain,
Taiwan, and Italy. His award-winning works include Kitaro,Nonnonba, and Onward Towards Our
Noble Deaths. Mizuki's four-part autobiography and historical portrait Showa: A History of Japan
won an Eisner Award in 2015.Read more
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Twilight and MidnightConclusionEndnotesINTRODUCTIONThe tragedy of our times drove me
to read a fascinating book. Finding myself weary of all the tabloids exploiting scandalous rumors
and investigative reports that dig into the cellars of people’s private lives, I needed fresh hope
that genuine heroes still exist, that some remain who model greatness, that some are still worth
our respect and admiration.So I put everything else on hold as I sat down and read David
Aikman’s fine volume, Great Souls. In less than 400 pages, based on personal observation and
meticulous research, Aikman reminds his readers that indeed there are at least six great
individuals who have helped change the twentieth century by their personal lives and
remarkable achievements. In spite of their own imperfections and weaknesses, these very
human individuals rose above their circumstances, overcame enormous obstacles, and
committed themselves to wholesome goals with overpowering determination.As I finished the
book I realized anew the value of human biography. Who isn’t inspired by a man or woman who
exerts phenomenal and beneficial influence? Who can read about someone’s courage to stand
alone with single-minded vision amidst a slippery ever-eroding culture, and not want to emulate
such a life? I also found myself stimulated with fresh desire to continue this published series of
biblical biographies I began over a year ago—first David’s, then Esther’s.No collection titled
“Great Lives from God’s Word” would be complete without its including Joseph, a man who
modeled a life anyone would consider great. As I write that statement, it seems necessary that
we understand what I mean by “great.” Having just finished his book with a title that includes the
word itself, the comments of David Aikman return to mind:The word great has many different
definitions, but among them are “prominent, renowned . . . eminent, distinguished . . . lofty, noble,
magnanimous . . . assiduous, persistent . . . wonderful, admirable” [Webster’s Third New
International Dictionary]. The list goes on. In a thesaurus, under magnanimous, one also finds
“great of heart or soul” [Roget’s International Thesaurus].1And then, he elaborates with these
very personal reflections, with which I heartily agree:I have always personally been inspired by
the lives of great people. It is hard not to be energized by the stories of how individuals have
risen above adversity or suffering, or have maintained a purity in the face of great temptation.
Our age, with its habit of instantly judging a man or woman’s life based on the fragmentary and
proverbial sound bite, is often impatient with detail, nuances, depth.2Not wanting to demonstrate
such impatience, I’ve taken the time to push the “pause button” alongside each life in this series
in order to examine carefully and appreciate fully what could be missed by the hurried reader. I
intend to maintain the same standard in this examination of Joseph. After all, when we discover
that his story occupies more space in the book of Genesis than any other single individual—
more than Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, or even his own father, Jacob—we realize we’re not
dealing with some obscure lesser light. On the contrary, here is one of the ancient patriarchs
whose presence casts a sizeable shadow across the colorful landscape of Hebrew history. Here



is one on the list of God’s “greats” . . . a life lived for His glory and, equally significant, though he
was terribly mistreated, lived high above the all-too-common reactions of rage, resentment, and
revenge. Here is one who deliberately chose to overlook unfair offenses, to overcome enormous
obstacles, and model a virtue that is fast becoming lost in our hostile age—forgiveness. But
more on that later.I am again indebted to several faithful and gifted folks for assisting me in
getting this volume into your hands. David Moberg has demonstrated a balanced blend of
thoughtful understanding and gentle persuasion in helping me stay at the task. Helen Peters has
once again deciphered my handwritten tablet sheets and turned these lines into correctly
spelled and accurately punctuated words, sentences, and paragraphs, as well as secured all the
required permissions for the footnotes. Judith Markham, my keen-eyed editor, has applied her
very capable skills to yet another of my volumes, working diligently against the demands and
deadlines we faced in this project. In addition to those “great souls,” I want to thank two of my
colleagues at our Insight for Living offices in Anaheim, Gary Matlack and Wendy Peterson, for
their willingness to look over my shoulder and, when necessary, save me from historical error,
verbal misstatement, or technical mistake. Lee Hough’s excellent work on our study guide to this
book was extremely helpful on several occasions, and I gratefully acknowledge my appreciation
for his careful research and creative skills.I owe a special debt of gratitude to Cynthia, my wife of
more than 43 years, whose encouragement keeps my pen moving and whose support and
understanding know no bounds. Because of her especially, and all those mentioned above,
Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness is now available, and I, a man of tired hand and
weary mind, am relieved.CHUCK SWINDOLLDallas, TexasTO ERR IS HUMAN;TO FORGIVE IS
DIVINE.Neither is Marine Corps policy.CHAPTER ONEFavored Son, Hated BrotherIcouldn’t
help but smile when the slogan on the page to the left fell into my hands out of an envelope that
also contained the letter from a former military friend. He and I both knew, from experience, that
those eight bold words did indeed represent an unwritten policy of the marines—at least the “old
corps” of which we were once a part. I understand it’s changing these days (frankly, I’ll believe it
when I see it). If so, such changes are long overdue.Changes regarding forgiveness may be
occurring in the ranks of the marines, but they aren’t among the ranks of humanity. “I don’t get
mad, I get even” isn’t merely a harmless bumper sticker that makes people smile; it’s a strong
statement of painful reality. How else can we explain the proliferation of lawsuits, the short fuses
of American drivers, or the explosive reactions and sometimes deadly retaliations of those who
feel they’ve been wronged? “Getting even” has reached the level of a twisted art form in our
hostile society. Humans do err, and God does forgive. But neither represents a policy most folks
are willing to accept.Thankfully, there are exceptions. Every once in a while we happen upon a
life that boldly represents a contrast to the lowest common denominator of today’s low-level
majority opinion. Occasionally, such a person emerges, and we are stunned by his or her
greatness.This happened to me back in 1980. I decided early in the summer to read the Bible
through from Genesis to Revelation before the end of that year. I hadn’t finished even the first
book of the Scriptures before I met a biblical character whose life caused me to shake my head



in amazement time after time. Regardless of how he was treated, in spite of unfair and erroneous
accusations, even though he was rejected, abandoned, abused, maligned, and forgotten, he
refused to become resentful or bear a grudge or succumb to bitterness. To be completely truthful
with you, he seemed too good to be real. So I read his story again—this time much more slowly
and deliberately. To my amazement, a more careful reading revealed an even deeper level of
patience and purity. I vowed then that someday I would return to that life recorded in Genesis 37
through 50, and, with pen in hand, introduce him to the general public. Here was a man all
should meet!That time has come. At long last, it is my privilege to introduce you to a man of
enormous integrity who modeled continual forgiveness. His name is Joseph. Unless I miss my
guess, you will never forget this man. But why should we be surprised? His biography is found in
the single most astounding book ever written—the Bible. No life recorded there is either
unimportant or forgettable.The Bible is the supreme Book on human personality. . . . From Adam
in Genesis to Satan in the Apocalypse, its portraits are unforgettable. . . . Augustine wrote how
men wander over the earth and wonder at the rivers and the mountains and the sea and the
stars, while all the time man himself is the great wonder. . . . How fearful and how wonderful are
man’s terrible and glorious capacities and possibilities. . . . It is said that every man’s life contains
sufficient material for a great novel.1GOD’S TRAINING MANUALGod constantly uses the lives
of Bible characters to teach us, to encourage us, to warn us. Who can forget the impact of the
truths lived out in the lives of David and Esther, of Moses and Jonah, of Peter and Paul? It’s
impossible to leave truth in the theoretical realm when you see it revealed in the lives of real-life
men and women. That is what these divinely inspired biographies do; they distill truth and weave
it into the fabric of everyday living. God’s training manual is full of lives that inspire and
instruct.Romans 15:4 states, “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our
instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope” (emphasis added). This reference to “earlier times” encompasses all the truths written in
the Old Testament. And if I read this verse correctly, there are two basic reasons God has
allowed us to have the Old Testament available for study and application: first, for present
instruction, and second, for future hope. God has given us this information so that our minds can
learn the truth about Him and about life, and so that we will be encouraged to persevere in the
future.Then, 1 Corinthians 10, verses 6 and 11 say: “Now these things happened as examples
for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. . . . Now these things happened
to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the
ages have come” (emphasis added). “These things” in verse 6 refer to the first five verses of that
chapter, which point back to the people of Israel and some of the things they endured and
experienced. The same thought is then repeated in verse 11, emphasizing that God has given
us Old Testament truths to instruct us, to give us hope, and to warn us about how we are to live
day by day, so that we might not crave the evil things some of our spiritual ancestors
craved.Earlier I quoted Clarence Edward Macartney’s statement that concludes with the
comment that everyone’s life has the makings of a novel. Perhaps no life in the Bible reads more



like a suspenseful and compelling novel than Joseph’s.Joseph’s story is a finely wrought and
self-contained novella, describing in vivid detail the development of his character from
charismatic and arrogant youth to compassionate middle age. . . . Genesis reaches a
melodramatic peak in these climactic last chapters: a riches-to-rags-to-riches tale replete with
every human passion—love and hate, ambition and glory, jealousy and fury. Tears of joy and
grief are shed. Garments are rent in anguish. It’s a gripping saga of treachery and deception,
betrayal and forgiveness.2A BRIEF OVERVIEWBefore we get better acquainted with Joseph,
let’s take a quick glance at some background information. It will help if you remember that his
biography falls neatly into three distinct segments.• Birth to Seventeen Years (Genesis 30:24–
37:2) During this time Joseph’s family was in transition—everyone was unsettled, on the move. A
low-level antagonism was brewing as his family clashed and argued in jealousy and hatred.•
Seventeen to Thirty Years (Genesis 37:2–41:46) This second segment occurs as Joseph
reaches young manhood. It seems as though his life becomes out of control. Enslavement,
unfair accusation, and imprisonment assault him.• Thirty Years to Death (Genesis 41:46–50:26)
Joseph’s last eighty years are years of prosperity and reward under God’s blessing. He had the
classic opportunity to get even with his brothers, to ruin them forever, but he refused. Instead he
blessed, protected, and forgave.Jacob: the Aging FatherThe first person we encounter (and
need to understand) is Joseph’s father, Jacob. His other name is Israel which means “God
strives”—a name given to him after he wrestled with God and clung to Him for a blessing. (The
story is recorded in Genesis 32:22–32.) This name is a significant improvement over his original
name, Jacob, which literally meant “chiseler” or “deceiver.” We will come back to that in a
moment, but for now, read the opening lines of Genesis 37 slowly and carefully:Now Jacob lived
in the land where his father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. These are the records of the
generations of Jacob. Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his
brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his
father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father. Now Israel
loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a
varicolored tunic.Genesis 37:1–3Jacob was an aging man when Joseph was born. The
Scriptures declare that Joseph was “the son of his old age.” Jacob’s original name, “deceiver,”
was appropriate since that had been his nature from the time he was a very young man. It is not
surprising, then, that deception was part of the on-going problem in his family later in his life.Not
only was Jacob a deceiver, we shall also see that he was a passive father. Here, in this ancient
story, is a classic illustration of a man who was too busy for his family, too preoccupied and
unconcerned, which meant he was too passive to deal with what was occurring in the lives of
any of his children.Because Jacob was getting up in years at this time, he loved Joseph to the
utmost. When Joseph was born, Jacob got a new lease on life. We often witness that today
when men in their late forties or older become fathers. When that happens, older fathers seem to
gain a new incentive to rearrange their lives. And that’s what happened to Jacob when Joseph
was born. Furthermore, his great love for Joseph was underscored by the fact that he was the



child of Jacob’s beloved wife, Rachel.A few chapters earlier we read these words about
Joseph’s birth.Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to her and opened her
womb. So she conceived and bore a son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” And she
named him Joseph, saying, “May the LORD give me another son.”Genesis 30:22–24His mother
gave him the name Joseph, which means “add to me,” or “may He [God] add.” Rachel was
saying, “May the LORD give me another son.”Until Joseph was born, Rachel had been barren,
and the greatest stigma for a woman of her culture was sterility. For a woman to be married and
to live out her life without children was a disgrace to her and often to her husband. In this case,
however, it was not a stigma for Jacob, because he already had children by his first wife, Leah,
who also happened to be Rachel’s sister. That brings up another interesting story. Stay with me
through a few details. It will help you appreciate and understand what Joseph experienced early
in life.When Jacob was a young man, he fell in love with Rachel, the beautiful daughter of a man
named Laban. “If I can marry your daughter Rachel,”Jacob promised Laban, “I will work for you
faithfully for seven years.” The bargain was struck, and Jacob served out his seven years. But on
Jacob’s wedding day, Laban pulled a switch; he tricked Jacob. He deceived the deceiver, some
might say, and Jacob ended up married to Leah, Rachel’s older and less attractive sister.When
Jacob realized what had happened, he said, “I will work seven more years for Rachel.”
Understand, she was the woman he really loved.So Laban gave him Rachel as his second wife,
and Jacob worked another seven years for his father-in-law. Obviously, this family was not off to
a good start!Within the next few years, Leah bore Jacob seven children—six sons and one
daughter. As a result of Leah and Rachel’s competition for his affection and for motherhood, he
also bore four sons by his wives’ handmaidens.During all this, Rachel pleaded with God to open
her womb, to give her a child. Finally God remembered her and gave them Joseph.By now,
Jacob had worked twenty long years for his father-in-law and was eager to be on his way. Laban
lived in Haran, a land far to the northeast of Canaan, and Jacob wanted to take his wives and his
family back to his homeland, the land of Canaan, commonly referred to as the Promised
Land.Now it came about when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me
away, that I may go to my own place and to my own country. Give me my wives and my children
for whom I have served you, and let me depart; for you yourself know my service which I have
rendered you.”Genesis 30:25–26Canaan: The Promised Land“Canaan is where I belong,” Jacob
said to his father-in-law. “That’s where my people have their roots. That’s where I want to rear my
children.”Laban agreed, but in the process, once again, he and Jacob both tried to deceive each
other. Finally, however, Jacob and his family made their way back to the land of Canaan—but not
without tragedy. The first incident occurred when they got to the city of Shechem, in an area
populated by the people known as the Hivites. Read and weep:Now Dinah the daughter of Leah,
whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the daughters of the land. And when Shechem
the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and lay with her by
force.Genesis 34:1–2Tragically, Dinah was raped. But she was surrounded by brothers who
loved her and were concerned for her welfare. They devised a plan, deceived the Hivites into



falling into their trap, and slaughtered all the men in the city. Then they carried off all their wealth
and all their women and children (Gen. 34:29).When Jacob heard what his sons had done to
retaliate, he was angry. Apparently not about what had been done to his daughter, or even about
the magnitude of their brutal revenge. What Jacob was most concerned about, if you can believe
it, was his public relations with the rest of the people in the land.The second tragedy involved
Rachel. While they were still journeying back to the home of Jacob’s father, Isaac, God heard
Rachel’s prayers and gave her another son.Then they journeyed from Bethel; and when there
was still some distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and she suffered severe
labor. And it came about when she was in severe labor that the midwife said to her, “Do not fear,
for now you have another son.” And it came about as her soul was departing (for she died), that
she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. So Rachel died and was buried on
the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).Genesis 35:16–19What a sad day that must have been!
Jacob had worked long and hard for the woman he loved, and Rachel had waited years to bear
his sons. Now, on the very doorstep of his hometown, with his household and all his
possessions in tow, his children from Leah and his two sons from Rachel, Jacob’s beloved
Rachel died at childbirth. On top of that, while he was still grieving for her,Then Israel [Jacob]
journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder. And it came about while Israel was
dwelling in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine; and Israel
heard of it.Now there were twelve sons of Jacob—Genesis 35:21–22Reuben had sexual
relations with Bilhah, who was the mother of two of his half-brothers. Jacob (Israel) was such a
passive father that when he heard what his son had done, he did absolutely nothing about it.
This seems evident by the fact that the writer, after stating the facts, just goes on to record the
names of Jacob’s twelve sons. When he heard about the rape of his daughter, he did nothing;
and when he learned that his own son had committed incest with Bilhah, again he did nothing.
Nothing!Some might say, “Wait a minute. Maybe Jacob wasn’t told about it. Maybe they kept this
information from him.” But we know that is not true; the text says that he heard about both
incidents. In fact, when Jacob was dying, he gathered all of his sons around him and gave them
his blessing. “He blessed them, every one with the blessing appropriate to him” (Gen. 49:28). In
the course of this, he said:“Reuben, you are my first-born;My might and the beginning of my
strength,Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.Uncontrolled as water, you shall not
have preeminence,Because you went up to your father’s bed;Then you defiled it—he went up to
my couch.”Genesis 49:3–4All of this is a poetic way of saying, “Reuben, you are wild and
reckless, and you committed a shameful act. Because of this you will no longer excel in honor
and power as the firstborn should.” A footnote in the New International Version (niv) states:
“Reuben’s descendants were characterized by indecision” (see Judges 5:15–16).If you’re like
me, when you read this final account, you want to say to Jacob, “Why are you saying all this now,
years later? Where were you when all this happened? Why didn’t you deal with it at the time, as
you should have as a father? Why didn’t you step in back then? If you don’t, who will guide your
children?”Thanks for staying with me through those historical details. I have gone into all of this



background so you will begin to see and understand the deception, the intrigue, the anger, the
rebellion, the rivalry, and out-of-control jealousy that were rampant within the ranks of Jacob’s
boys—all characteristics that had been displayed by their father. This was the home into which
young Joseph was born, and it was a pretty pathetic environment in which to raise a boy.Joseph:
The Favorite SonKeep in mind that from the time of his birth, Joseph was his father’s favorite. He
was the firstborn of Jacob’s favorite wife, Rachel, whom he dearly loved. He was the child of
Jacob’s old age. Joseph was also unlike his brothers in character and attitude. Perhaps Jacob
favored Joseph for all those reasons. Not only did he love him the most, he unwisely showed him
great favoritism.Now, Jacob’s other sons were no fools. They might have been lustful, unruly,
deceitful, and vengeful, but they weren’t stupid. They quickly realized, by the highly visible
evidence of their father’s indulgences toward Joseph, that he was the pet in the family. His
mother had been the favored wife, and Joseph was the favored son. And they weren’t about to
sit back and let that continue. In only a matter of time, they would unleash their anger. Watch
closely as their fuse grew shorter.Now Israel [Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his sons,
because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic.Genesis
37:3Passive fathers tend to favor the child who is easiest to raise. It’s difficult to deal with a child
who’s hard to raise. (That’s why he’s hard to raise!) So a passive father will tend to favor the one
who isn’t difficult. Since Jacob had eleven who were hard to handle, he favored the one who was
a delight to his heart.As I mentioned earlier, Jacob did nothing to hide this favoritism. In fact, he
put it on display by giving Joseph “a varicolored tunic,” or, as the familiar King James Version
translates it, “a coat of many colors.” (The New International Version calls it “a richly ornamented
robe.”)One reliable Old Testament commentator, H. C. Leupold, says this regarding the style of
Joseph’s garment: “This tunic was sleeved and extended to the ankles.” He draws this
conclusion from the Hebrew word passeem, which means “wrists” or “ankles.”3You can’t work
very well in a garment that has sleeves and extends all the way down to your ankles, especially if
it’s a costly, richly ornamented robe. It would be like sending a welder to a construction site
wearing a full-length mink coat. In Joseph’s day, the working garb was a short, sleeveless tunic.
This left the arms and legs free so that workers could easily maneuver and move about. As you
can imagine, by giving Joseph this elaborate full-length coat, which was also a sign of nobility in
that day, his father was boldly implying, “You can wear this beautiful garment because you don’t
have to work like those brothers of yours.”A MURDEROUS PLOTJoseph, when seventeen years
of age, was pasturing the flock with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of
Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about
them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of
his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic. And his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly
terms.Genesis 37:2–4The home in which Joseph was raised was comprised of a family filled
with angry, jealous, and deceitful people. Then, within that hostile environment, for seventeen
years, the other sons of Jacob had watched as their father played favorites with Joseph. Their



jealousy had turned into resentment and hatred. Don’t miss the closing comment. Joseph’s
brothers had come to despise their younger brother so severely that they could not even speak a
kind word to him. Try to imagine the mounting pressure in that home. It was a giant powder keg
on the verge of explosion.Adding insult to injury, Joseph was a dreamer. For whatever reason,
he told his brothers about a couple of his dreams. If he hadn’t had strained relations before,
believe me, the dreams alone would have done the trick.Then Joseph had a dream, and when
he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. And he said to them, “Please listen to this
dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose
up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my
sheaf.” Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really
going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.Genesis
37:5–8“Let me tell you about this dream I had,” said Joseph.And when they had heard him out,
his brothers sneered, “What? Do you really think you are going to be our master, that we are
going serve you?” We can imagine each one thinking Get a life, Joe!And Joseph said, “Wait, I’m
not through. I had another dream also.” The biblical text states:Now he had still another dream,
and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; and behold, the sun
and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”And he related it to his father and to
his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have had?
Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves down before you to
the ground?” And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in
mind.Genesis 37:9–11When his dad heard about this dream, he must have frowned as he said,
in effect, “Wait a minute, Son. What’s this all about? Are you trying to tell us that I’m the sun, your
mother is the moon, your brothers are the eleven stars, and we’re all bowing down to you? Now
I’m a little concerned about you, Joseph.”Once again, Jacob responded passively. He noticed
what Joseph said— and even got the point—but he didn’t seem to see beyond it. I’m not sure he
noticed the jealousy of his other sons; or if he did, he didn’t deal with it. He backed away, saying
in essence, “Well, that’s just the way it is. That’s just the way we are in this family.” Parental
passivity is lethal in a family that’s getting out of control. And here’s a classic example. The fuse
has just about reached the keg.Sent by His FatherSometime after this, Joseph’s “brothers went
to pasture their father’s flocks,” but Joseph didn’t go with them, possibly because Jacob wanted
to keep him by his side.Then his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock in Shechem. And
Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock in Shechem? Come, and I will
send you to them.” And he said to him, “I will go.” Then he said to him, “Go now and see about
the welfare of your brothers and the welfare of the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent
him from the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.Genesis 37:12–14It’s interesting to
note that Jacob’s sons returned to the area called Shechem to pasture their animals. This was
the very place where their sister, Dinah, had been raped and where they had killed all the men
and raided their homes and property. When Jacob realized where they had gone, he probably
thought, “Because of what they did to the people of Shechem, my boys may be in danger.” So he



ordered Joseph to go and check on his brothers and report back.One wonders what Jacob was
thinking at this point. Or if he was thinking at all. Was he totally oblivious to the situation? How
could he avoid seeing the seething hatred and jealousy within his own household? Had he no
concept of the danger into which he was sending his favorite son? In reality, he set Joseph up for
what happened. You’re about to witness an explosion of pent-up emotions.. . . So Joseph went
after his brothers and found them at Dothan. When they saw him from a distance and before he
came close to them, they plotted against him to put him to death. And they said to one another,
“Here comes this dreamer! Now then, come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits;
and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured him.’ Then let us see what will become of his
dreams!”Genesis 37:17–20Mistreated by His BrothersYou talk about hostility in a family! As
soon as they saw Joseph coming, the brothers’ immediate reaction was stated with clinched
teeth: “It’s the dreamer! Let’s kill him!” This is a timely moment to point out that the mixture of a
passive parent in a hostile family environment results in out-of-control consequences. By now,
the brothers had murder on their minds.Interestingly, at that point, Reuben steps in.But Reuben
heard this and rescued him out of their hands and said, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben further
said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but do not lay
hands on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hands, to restore him to his father.Genesis
37:21–22Remember Reuben? This is Reuben, the firstborn. This is Reuben, who had slept with
his father’s concubine. Perhaps because he was the eldest, he felt some sense of responsibility
for his younger brother. Or in an unguarded moment he was becoming a better man than he had
been.“Look, let’s not kill him,” Reuben said. “Let’s just throw him in a pit and leave him. We might
teach him a lesson, but there’s no reason to kill him.” Meanwhile, Reuben was thinking that he
would return later, rescue Joseph, and take him back home.So it came about, when Joseph
reached his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the varicolored tunic that was on
him; and they took him and threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty, without any water in
it.Then they sat down to eat a meal. . . .Genesis 37:23–25Obviously the brothers must have
agreed with Reuben’s plan. But notice the first thing they did when Joseph arrived: “They
stripped Joseph of his tunic.” That hated robe of special favoritism was the first thing to
go.“Remove that robe,” they said. It was as if they were saying: “Take off that fur coat! You’re no
better than we are.” Then they threw him into the pit.After that, they sat down and had lunch! All
their anger has made them ravenous. Amazing, isn’t it? No guilty conscience here!A CARAVAN
TO EGYPTThen they sat down to eat a meal. And as they raised their eyes and looked, behold,
a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing aromatic gum and
balm and myrrh, on their way to bring them down to Egypt. And Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is it for us to kill our brother and cover up his blood? “Come and let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers
listened to him. Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought
Joseph into Egypt.Genesis 37:25–28A chill runs up my spine when I read what these men did to



their own brother. Spotting a caravan of traders, Judah said, in effect, “Hey, Reuben’s right. Let’s
not kill the kid. After all, he is a member of our family, and we don’t need his blood on our hands.
Let’s dump him. Better yet, let’s make some money in the process.” The others agreed, and for
20 pieces of silver (which is what they would have paid for a handicapped slave in those days)
they turned him over to a group of total strangers—a band of Midianite traders.So they took
Joseph’s tunic, and slaughtered a male goat, and dipped the tunic in the blood; and they sent
the varicolored tunic and brought it to their father and said, “We found this; please examine it to
see whether it is your son’s tunic or not.” Then he examined it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A
wild beast has devoured him; Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!”Genesis 37:31–33As the
caravan wended its way across the fields and out of sight, the brothers calmly dipped Joseph’s
robe in the blood of a freshly killed goat.Then they took the bloodstained garment back to their
father, tossed it on the floor, and said, “We found this. We think it may be your son’s robe.”When
he saw the bloody evidence, Jacob came to the desired conclusion: His beloved son, Joseph,
was dead.Just one more deception, one more act of hatred in a family filled with both. What a
harsh reality! What tragic consequences. Jacob, an aging father, had sowed the wind and was
now reaping the whirlwind. I cannot help but wonder what went through Jacob’s mind that night
as he, alone, tossed and turned through those torturous hours. I wonder if he might have
realized his own failure as a father, and poured out his heart in anguished prayer.LESSONS
LEARNED FROM ADVERSITYPerhaps this is a good time to call to mind several lessons we
can learn from Jacob’s family and Joseph’s adversity. The first is obvious.• No enemy is more
subtle than passivity. When parents are passive, they may eventually discipline, but by then the
delayed reaction is often carried out in anger. Passivity waits and waits until finally, when it can
wait no longer, it comes down with both feet! When that happens, children are not disciplined,
they are brutalized. Passivity not only blinds us to the here and now, it makes us inconsistent.I’m
extremely exercised in my soul these days on behalf of the American family. And if Christians
don’t begin to wake up and take control of the situation, through the power of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who in the world will?Now, you may say, “Well, I’m a grandparent now. My child-rearing
days are over.” Or, “I’m single. What can I do about it?” But those statements are cop-outs,
convenient excuses. We are all born into families, we all live in families of one kind or another,
and we all interact with families every day of our lives. In case you haven’t noticed lately, the
family is on a slippery slope, scarcely resembling the family of fifty years ago.I was shocked
recently to see a chart that compared the top disciplinary problems of 1990 with those of 1940,
based on the testimony of public school teachers.19401990Talking out of turnDrug
abuseChewing gumAlcohol abuseMaking noisePregnancyRunning in the hallsSuicideCutting in
lineRapeDress code infractionsRobberyLitteringAssaultSince 1940 the top disciplinary
problems in public schools have taken a downward plunge from chewing gum and cutting in line
to drug and alcohol abuse, rape, and assault.4My shock turned to dismay while reading
Stephen Covey’s latest book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families. In a penetrating
chapter devoted to parents who desire to make a difference in a world that’s lost its way, Covey



tells the story of a seven-year-old boy who was troubled. His father, thinking he may be having
nightmares, urged him to tell him what was bothering him. After a lot of persuasion, the boy
began to describe several scenes of horrible, hard-core pornography. Restraining his surprise,
the dad probed to find out where his son had been exposed to such filth. The final finger pointed
to a nine-year-old boy in the neighborhood, who had turned a computer room in his basement
into a porn shop—and neither of his parents knew anything about it.Covey asks, How could this
happen? How could it be that we live in a society where technology makes it possible for children
—who have no wisdom or experience or judgment on these matters—to become victims of such
sick, deeply addictive mental poisoning as pornography?Over the past thirty years the situation
for families has changed powerfully and dramatically.• Illegitimate birthrates have increased
more than 400 percent.• The percentage of families headed by a single parent has more than
tripled.• The divorce rate has more than doubled.• Teenage suicide has increased almost 300
percent.• Scholastic Aptitude Test scores among all students have dropped 73 points.• The
number-one health problem for American women today is domestic violence. Four million
women are beaten each year by their partners.• One-fourth of all adolescents contract a
sexually transmitted disease before they graduate from high school.5None of this should
surprise us, not really. After all, the average child spends seven hours a day watching television
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of our times drove me to read a fascinating book. Finding myself weary of all the tabloids
exploiting scandalous rumors and investigative reports that dig into the cellars of people’s
private lives, I needed fresh hope that genuine heroes still exist, that some remain who model
greatness, that some are still worth our respect and admiration.So I put everything else on hold
as I sat down and read David Aikman’s fine volume, Great Souls. In less than 400 pages, based
on personal observation and meticulous research, Aikman reminds his readers that indeed there
are at least six great individuals who have helped change the twentieth century by their personal
lives and remarkable achievements. In spite of their own imperfections and weaknesses, these
very human individuals rose above their circumstances, overcame enormous obstacles, and
committed themselves to wholesome goals with overpowering determination.As I finished the
book I realized anew the value of human biography. Who isn’t inspired by a man or woman who
exerts phenomenal and beneficial influence? Who can read about someone’s courage to stand
alone with single-minded vision amidst a slippery ever-eroding culture, and not want to emulate
such a life? I also found myself stimulated with fresh desire to continue this published series of
biblical biographies I began over a year ago—first David’s, then Esther’s.No collection titled
“Great Lives from God’s Word” would be complete without its including Joseph, a man who
modeled a life anyone would consider great. As I write that statement, it seems necessary that
we understand what I mean by “great.” Having just finished his book with a title that includes the



word itself, the comments of David Aikman return to mind:The word great has many different
definitions, but among them are “prominent, renowned . . . eminent, distinguished . . . lofty, noble,
magnanimous . . . assiduous, persistent . . . wonderful, admirable” [Webster’s Third New
International Dictionary]. The list goes on. In a thesaurus, under magnanimous, one also finds
“great of heart or soul” [Roget’s International Thesaurus].1And then, he elaborates with these
very personal reflections, with which I heartily agree:I have always personally been inspired by
the lives of great people. It is hard not to be energized by the stories of how individuals have
risen above adversity or suffering, or have maintained a purity in the face of great temptation.
Our age, with its habit of instantly judging a man or woman’s life based on the fragmentary and
proverbial sound bite, is often impatient with detail, nuances, depth.2Not wanting to demonstrate
such impatience, I’ve taken the time to push the “pause button” alongside each life in this series
in order to examine carefully and appreciate fully what could be missed by the hurried reader. I
intend to maintain the same standard in this examination of Joseph. After all, when we discover
that his story occupies more space in the book of Genesis than any other single individual—
more than Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, or even his own father, Jacob—we realize we’re not
dealing with some obscure lesser light. On the contrary, here is one of the ancient patriarchs
whose presence casts a sizeable shadow across the colorful landscape of Hebrew history. Here
is one on the list of God’s “greats” . . . a life lived for His glory and, equally significant, though he
was terribly mistreated, lived high above the all-too-common reactions of rage, resentment, and
revenge. Here is one who deliberately chose to overlook unfair offenses, to overcome enormous
obstacles, and model a virtue that is fast becoming lost in our hostile age—forgiveness. But
more on that later.I am again indebted to several faithful and gifted folks for assisting me in
getting this volume into your hands. David Moberg has demonstrated a balanced blend of
thoughtful understanding and gentle persuasion in helping me stay at the task. Helen Peters has
once again deciphered my handwritten tablet sheets and turned these lines into correctly
spelled and accurately punctuated words, sentences, and paragraphs, as well as secured all the
required permissions for the footnotes. Judith Markham, my keen-eyed editor, has applied her
very capable skills to yet another of my volumes, working diligently against the demands and
deadlines we faced in this project. In addition to those “great souls,” I want to thank two of my
colleagues at our Insight for Living offices in Anaheim, Gary Matlack and Wendy Peterson, for
their willingness to look over my shoulder and, when necessary, save me from historical error,
verbal misstatement, or technical mistake. Lee Hough’s excellent work on our study guide to this
book was extremely helpful on several occasions, and I gratefully acknowledge my appreciation
for his careful research and creative skills.I owe a special debt of gratitude to Cynthia, my wife of
more than 43 years, whose encouragement keeps my pen moving and whose support and
understanding know no bounds. Because of her especially, and all those mentioned above,
Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness is now available, and I, a man of tired hand and
weary mind, am relieved.CHUCK SWINDOLLDallas, TexasINTRODUCTIONThe tragedy of our
times drove me to read a fascinating book. Finding myself weary of all the tabloids exploiting



scandalous rumors and investigative reports that dig into the cellars of people’s private lives, I
needed fresh hope that genuine heroes still exist, that some remain who model greatness, that
some are still worth our respect and admiration.So I put everything else on hold as I sat down
and read David Aikman’s fine volume, Great Souls. In less than 400 pages, based on personal
observation and meticulous research, Aikman reminds his readers that indeed there are at least
six great individuals who have helped change the twentieth century by their personal lives and
remarkable achievements. In spite of their own imperfections and weaknesses, these very
human individuals rose above their circumstances, overcame enormous obstacles, and
committed themselves to wholesome goals with overpowering determination.As I finished the
book I realized anew the value of human biography. Who isn’t inspired by a man or woman who
exerts phenomenal and beneficial influence? Who can read about someone’s courage to stand
alone with single-minded vision amidst a slippery ever-eroding culture, and not want to emulate
such a life? I also found myself stimulated with fresh desire to continue this published series of
biblical biographies I began over a year ago—first David’s, then Esther’s.No collection titled
“Great Lives from God’s Word” would be complete without its including Joseph, a man who
modeled a life anyone would consider great. As I write that statement, it seems necessary that
we understand what I mean by “great.” Having just finished his book with a title that includes the
word itself, the comments of David Aikman return to mind:The word great has many different
definitions, but among them are “prominent, renowned . . . eminent, distinguished . . . lofty, noble,
magnanimous . . . assiduous, persistent . . . wonderful, admirable” [Webster’s Third New
International Dictionary]. The list goes on. In a thesaurus, under magnanimous, one also finds
“great of heart or soul” [Roget’s International Thesaurus].1And then, he elaborates with these
very personal reflections, with which I heartily agree:I have always personally been inspired by
the lives of great people. It is hard not to be energized by the stories of how individuals have
risen above adversity or suffering, or have maintained a purity in the face of great temptation.
Our age, with its habit of instantly judging a man or woman’s life based on the fragmentary and
proverbial sound bite, is often impatient with detail, nuances, depth.2Not wanting to demonstrate
such impatience, I’ve taken the time to push the “pause button” alongside each life in this series
in order to examine carefully and appreciate fully what could be missed by the hurried reader. I
intend to maintain the same standard in this examination of Joseph. After all, when we discover
that his story occupies more space in the book of Genesis than any other single individual—
more than Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, or even his own father, Jacob—we realize we’re not
dealing with some obscure lesser light. On the contrary, here is one of the ancient patriarchs
whose presence casts a sizeable shadow across the colorful landscape of Hebrew history. Here
is one on the list of God’s “greats” . . . a life lived for His glory and, equally significant, though he
was terribly mistreated, lived high above the all-too-common reactions of rage, resentment, and
revenge. Here is one who deliberately chose to overlook unfair offenses, to overcome enormous
obstacles, and model a virtue that is fast becoming lost in our hostile age—forgiveness. But
more on that later.I am again indebted to several faithful and gifted folks for assisting me in



getting this volume into your hands. David Moberg has demonstrated a balanced blend of
thoughtful understanding and gentle persuasion in helping me stay at the task. Helen Peters has
once again deciphered my handwritten tablet sheets and turned these lines into correctly
spelled and accurately punctuated words, sentences, and paragraphs, as well as secured all the
required permissions for the footnotes. Judith Markham, my keen-eyed editor, has applied her
very capable skills to yet another of my volumes, working diligently against the demands and
deadlines we faced in this project. In addition to those “great souls,” I want to thank two of my
colleagues at our Insight for Living offices in Anaheim, Gary Matlack and Wendy Peterson, for
their willingness to look over my shoulder and, when necessary, save me from historical error,
verbal misstatement, or technical mistake. Lee Hough’s excellent work on our study guide to this
book was extremely helpful on several occasions, and I gratefully acknowledge my appreciation
for his careful research and creative skills.I owe a special debt of gratitude to Cynthia, my wife of
more than 43 years, whose encouragement keeps my pen moving and whose support and
understanding know no bounds. Because of her especially, and all those mentioned above,
Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness is now available, and I, a man of tired hand and
weary mind, am relieved.CHUCK SWINDOLLDallas, TexasTO ERR IS HUMAN;TO FORGIVE IS
DIVINE.Neither is Marine Corps policy.TO ERR IS HUMAN;TO FORGIVE IS DIVINE.Neither is
Marine Corps policy.CHAPTER ONEFavored Son, Hated BrotherIcouldn’t help but smile when
the slogan on the page to the left fell into my hands out of an envelope that also contained the
letter from a former military friend. He and I both knew, from experience, that those eight bold
words did indeed represent an unwritten policy of the marines—at least the “old corps” of which
we were once a part. I understand it’s changing these days (frankly, I’ll believe it when I see it). If
so, such changes are long overdue.Changes regarding forgiveness may be occurring in the
ranks of the marines, but they aren’t among the ranks of humanity. “I don’t get mad, I get even”
isn’t merely a harmless bumper sticker that makes people smile; it’s a strong statement of painful
reality. How else can we explain the proliferation of lawsuits, the short fuses of American drivers,
or the explosive reactions and sometimes deadly retaliations of those who feel they’ve been
wronged? “Getting even” has reached the level of a twisted art form in our hostile society.
Humans do err, and God does forgive. But neither represents a policy most folks are willing to
accept.Thankfully, there are exceptions. Every once in a while we happen upon a life that boldly
represents a contrast to the lowest common denominator of today’s low-level majority opinion.
Occasionally, such a person emerges, and we are stunned by his or her greatness.This
happened to me back in 1980. I decided early in the summer to read the Bible through from
Genesis to Revelation before the end of that year. I hadn’t finished even the first book of the
Scriptures before I met a biblical character whose life caused me to shake my head in
amazement time after time. Regardless of how he was treated, in spite of unfair and erroneous
accusations, even though he was rejected, abandoned, abused, maligned, and forgotten, he
refused to become resentful or bear a grudge or succumb to bitterness. To be completely truthful
with you, he seemed too good to be real. So I read his story again—this time much more slowly



and deliberately. To my amazement, a more careful reading revealed an even deeper level of
patience and purity. I vowed then that someday I would return to that life recorded in Genesis 37
through 50, and, with pen in hand, introduce him to the general public. Here was a man all
should meet!That time has come. At long last, it is my privilege to introduce you to a man of
enormous integrity who modeled continual forgiveness. His name is Joseph. Unless I miss my
guess, you will never forget this man. But why should we be surprised? His biography is found in
the single most astounding book ever written—the Bible. No life recorded there is either
unimportant or forgettable.The Bible is the supreme Book on human personality. . . . From Adam
in Genesis to Satan in the Apocalypse, its portraits are unforgettable. . . . Augustine wrote how
men wander over the earth and wonder at the rivers and the mountains and the sea and the
stars, while all the time man himself is the great wonder. . . . How fearful and how wonderful are
man’s terrible and glorious capacities and possibilities. . . . It is said that every man’s life contains
sufficient material for a great novel.1GOD’S TRAINING MANUALGod constantly uses the lives
of Bible characters to teach us, to encourage us, to warn us. Who can forget the impact of the
truths lived out in the lives of David and Esther, of Moses and Jonah, of Peter and Paul? It’s
impossible to leave truth in the theoretical realm when you see it revealed in the lives of real-life
men and women. That is what these divinely inspired biographies do; they distill truth and weave
it into the fabric of everyday living. God’s training manual is full of lives that inspire and
instruct.Romans 15:4 states, “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our
instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope” (emphasis added). This reference to “earlier times” encompasses all the truths written in
the Old Testament. And if I read this verse correctly, there are two basic reasons God has
allowed us to have the Old Testament available for study and application: first, for present
instruction, and second, for future hope. God has given us this information so that our minds can
learn the truth about Him and about life, and so that we will be encouraged to persevere in the
future.Then, 1 Corinthians 10, verses 6 and 11 say: “Now these things happened as examples
for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. . . . Now these things happened
to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the
ages have come” (emphasis added). “These things” in verse 6 refer to the first five verses of that
chapter, which point back to the people of Israel and some of the things they endured and
experienced. The same thought is then repeated in verse 11, emphasizing that God has given
us Old Testament truths to instruct us, to give us hope, and to warn us about how we are to live
day by day, so that we might not crave the evil things some of our spiritual ancestors
craved.Earlier I quoted Clarence Edward Macartney’s statement that concludes with the
comment that everyone’s life has the makings of a novel. Perhaps no life in the Bible reads more
like a suspenseful and compelling novel than Joseph’s.Joseph’s story is a finely wrought and
self-contained novella, describing in vivid detail the development of his character from
charismatic and arrogant youth to compassionate middle age. . . . Genesis reaches a
melodramatic peak in these climactic last chapters: a riches-to-rags-to-riches tale replete with



every human passion—love and hate, ambition and glory, jealousy and fury. Tears of joy and
grief are shed. Garments are rent in anguish. It’s a gripping saga of treachery and deception,
betrayal and forgiveness.2A BRIEF OVERVIEWBefore we get better acquainted with Joseph,
let’s take a quick glance at some background information. It will help if you remember that his
biography falls neatly into three distinct segments.• Birth to Seventeen Years (Genesis 30:24–
37:2) During this time Joseph’s family was in transition—everyone was unsettled, on the move. A
low-level antagonism was brewing as his family clashed and argued in jealousy and hatred.•
Seventeen to Thirty Years (Genesis 37:2–41:46) This second segment occurs as Joseph
reaches young manhood. It seems as though his life becomes out of control. Enslavement,
unfair accusation, and imprisonment assault him.• Thirty Years to Death (Genesis 41:46–50:26)
Joseph’s last eighty years are years of prosperity and reward under God’s blessing. He had the
classic opportunity to get even with his brothers, to ruin them forever, but he refused. Instead he
blessed, protected, and forgave.Jacob: the Aging FatherThe first person we encounter (and
need to understand) is Joseph’s father, Jacob. His other name is Israel which means “God
strives”—a name given to him after he wrestled with God and clung to Him for a blessing. (The
story is recorded in Genesis 32:22–32.) This name is a significant improvement over his original
name, Jacob, which literally meant “chiseler” or “deceiver.” We will come back to that in a
moment, but for now, read the opening lines of Genesis 37 slowly and carefully:Now Jacob lived
in the land where his father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. These are the records of the
generations of Jacob. Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his
brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his
father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father. Now Israel
loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a
varicolored tunic.Genesis 37:1–3Jacob was an aging man when Joseph was born. The
Scriptures declare that Joseph was “the son of his old age.” Jacob’s original name, “deceiver,”
was appropriate since that had been his nature from the time he was a very young man. It is not
surprising, then, that deception was part of the on-going problem in his family later in his life.Not
only was Jacob a deceiver, we shall also see that he was a passive father. Here, in this ancient
story, is a classic illustration of a man who was too busy for his family, too preoccupied and
unconcerned, which meant he was too passive to deal with what was occurring in the lives of
any of his children.Because Jacob was getting up in years at this time, he loved Joseph to the
utmost. When Joseph was born, Jacob got a new lease on life. We often witness that today
when men in their late forties or older become fathers. When that happens, older fathers seem to
gain a new incentive to rearrange their lives. And that’s what happened to Jacob when Joseph
was born. Furthermore, his great love for Joseph was underscored by the fact that he was the
child of Jacob’s beloved wife, Rachel.A few chapters earlier we read these words about
Joseph’s birth.Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to her and opened her
womb. So she conceived and bore a son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” And she
named him Joseph, saying, “May the LORD give me another son.”Genesis 30:22–24His mother



gave him the name Joseph, which means “add to me,” or “may He [God] add.” Rachel was
saying, “May the LORD give me another son.”Until Joseph was born, Rachel had been barren,
and the greatest stigma for a woman of her culture was sterility. For a woman to be married and
to live out her life without children was a disgrace to her and often to her husband. In this case,
however, it was not a stigma for Jacob, because he already had children by his first wife, Leah,
who also happened to be Rachel’s sister. That brings up another interesting story. Stay with me
through a few details. It will help you appreciate and understand what Joseph experienced early
in life.When Jacob was a young man, he fell in love with Rachel, the beautiful daughter of a man
named Laban. “If I can marry your daughter Rachel,”Jacob promised Laban, “I will work for you
faithfully for seven years.” The bargain was struck, and Jacob served out his seven years. But on
Jacob’s wedding day, Laban pulled a switch; he tricked Jacob. He deceived the deceiver, some
might say, and Jacob ended up married to Leah, Rachel’s older and less attractive sister.When
Jacob realized what had happened, he said, “I will work seven more years for Rachel.”
Understand, she was the woman he really loved.So Laban gave him Rachel as his second wife,
and Jacob worked another seven years for his father-in-law. Obviously, this family was not off to
a good start!Within the next few years, Leah bore Jacob seven children—six sons and one
daughter. As a result of Leah and Rachel’s competition for his affection and for motherhood, he
also bore four sons by his wives’ handmaidens.During all this, Rachel pleaded with God to open
her womb, to give her a child. Finally God remembered her and gave them Joseph.By now,
Jacob had worked twenty long years for his father-in-law and was eager to be on his way. Laban
lived in Haran, a land far to the northeast of Canaan, and Jacob wanted to take his wives and his
family back to his homeland, the land of Canaan, commonly referred to as the Promised
Land.Now it came about when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me
away, that I may go to my own place and to my own country. Give me my wives and my children
for whom I have served you, and let me depart; for you yourself know my service which I have
rendered you.”Genesis 30:25–26Canaan: The Promised Land“Canaan is where I belong,” Jacob
said to his father-in-law. “That’s where my people have their roots. That’s where I want to rear my
children.”Laban agreed, but in the process, once again, he and Jacob both tried to deceive each
other. Finally, however, Jacob and his family made their way back to the land of Canaan—but not
without tragedy. The first incident occurred when they got to the city of Shechem, in an area
populated by the people known as the Hivites. Read and weep:Now Dinah the daughter of Leah,
whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the daughters of the land. And when Shechem
the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and lay with her by
force.Genesis 34:1–2Tragically, Dinah was raped. But she was surrounded by brothers who
loved her and were concerned for her welfare. They devised a plan, deceived the Hivites into
falling into their trap, and slaughtered all the men in the city. Then they carried off all their wealth
and all their women and children (Gen. 34:29).When Jacob heard what his sons had done to
retaliate, he was angry. Apparently not about what had been done to his daughter, or even about
the magnitude of their brutal revenge. What Jacob was most concerned about, if you can believe



it, was his public relations with the rest of the people in the land.The second tragedy involved
Rachel. While they were still journeying back to the home of Jacob’s father, Isaac, God heard
Rachel’s prayers and gave her another son.Then they journeyed from Bethel; and when there
was still some distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and she suffered severe
labor. And it came about when she was in severe labor that the midwife said to her, “Do not fear,
for now you have another son.” And it came about as her soul was departing (for she died), that
she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. So Rachel died and was buried on
the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).Genesis 35:16–19What a sad day that must have been!
Jacob had worked long and hard for the woman he loved, and Rachel had waited years to bear
his sons. Now, on the very doorstep of his hometown, with his household and all his
possessions in tow, his children from Leah and his two sons from Rachel, Jacob’s beloved
Rachel died at childbirth. On top of that, while he was still grieving for her,Then Israel [Jacob]
journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder. And it came about while Israel was
dwelling in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine; and Israel
heard of it.Now there were twelve sons of Jacob—Genesis 35:21–22Reuben had sexual
relations with Bilhah, who was the mother of two of his half-brothers. Jacob (Israel) was such a
passive father that when he heard what his son had done, he did absolutely nothing about it.
This seems evident by the fact that the writer, after stating the facts, just goes on to record the
names of Jacob’s twelve sons. When he heard about the rape of his daughter, he did nothing;
and when he learned that his own son had committed incest with Bilhah, again he did nothing.
Nothing!Some might say, “Wait a minute. Maybe Jacob wasn’t told about it. Maybe they kept this
information from him.” But we know that is not true; the text says that he heard about both
incidents. In fact, when Jacob was dying, he gathered all of his sons around him and gave them
his blessing. “He blessed them, every one with the blessing appropriate to him” (Gen. 49:28). In
the course of this, he said:“Reuben, you are my first-born;My might and the beginning of my
strength,Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.Uncontrolled as water, you shall not
have preeminence,Because you went up to your father’s bed;Then you defiled it—he went up to
my couch.”Genesis 49:3–4All of this is a poetic way of saying, “Reuben, you are wild and
reckless, and you committed a shameful act. Because of this you will no longer excel in honor
and power as the firstborn should.” A footnote in the New International Version (niv) states:
“Reuben’s descendants were characterized by indecision” (see Judges 5:15–16).If you’re like
me, when you read this final account, you want to say to Jacob, “Why are you saying all this now,
years later? Where were you when all this happened? Why didn’t you deal with it at the time, as
you should have as a father? Why didn’t you step in back then? If you don’t, who will guide your
children?”Thanks for staying with me through those historical details. I have gone into all of this
background so you will begin to see and understand the deception, the intrigue, the anger, the
rebellion, the rivalry, and out-of-control jealousy that were rampant within the ranks of Jacob’s
boys—all characteristics that had been displayed by their father. This was the home into which
young Joseph was born, and it was a pretty pathetic environment in which to raise a boy.Joseph:



The Favorite SonKeep in mind that from the time of his birth, Joseph was his father’s favorite. He
was the firstborn of Jacob’s favorite wife, Rachel, whom he dearly loved. He was the child of
Jacob’s old age. Joseph was also unlike his brothers in character and attitude. Perhaps Jacob
favored Joseph for all those reasons. Not only did he love him the most, he unwisely showed him
great favoritism.Now, Jacob’s other sons were no fools. They might have been lustful, unruly,
deceitful, and vengeful, but they weren’t stupid. They quickly realized, by the highly visible
evidence of their father’s indulgences toward Joseph, that he was the pet in the family. His
mother had been the favored wife, and Joseph was the favored son. And they weren’t about to
sit back and let that continue. In only a matter of time, they would unleash their anger. Watch
closely as their fuse grew shorter.Now Israel [Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his sons,
because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic.Genesis
37:3Passive fathers tend to favor the child who is easiest to raise. It’s difficult to deal with a child
who’s hard to raise. (That’s why he’s hard to raise!) So a passive father will tend to favor the one
who isn’t difficult. Since Jacob had eleven who were hard to handle, he favored the one who was
a delight to his heart.As I mentioned earlier, Jacob did nothing to hide this favoritism. In fact, he
put it on display by giving Joseph “a varicolored tunic,” or, as the familiar King James Version
translates it, “a coat of many colors.” (The New International Version calls it “a richly ornamented
robe.”)One reliable Old Testament commentator, H. C. Leupold, says this regarding the style of
Joseph’s garment: “This tunic was sleeved and extended to the ankles.” He draws this
conclusion from the Hebrew word passeem, which means “wrists” or “ankles.”3You can’t work
very well in a garment that has sleeves and extends all the way down to your ankles, especially if
it’s a costly, richly ornamented robe. It would be like sending a welder to a construction site
wearing a full-length mink coat. In Joseph’s day, the working garb was a short, sleeveless tunic.
This left the arms and legs free so that workers could easily maneuver and move about. As you
can imagine, by giving Joseph this elaborate full-length coat, which was also a sign of nobility in
that day, his father was boldly implying, “You can wear this beautiful garment because you don’t
have to work like those brothers of yours.”A MURDEROUS PLOTJoseph, when seventeen years
of age, was pasturing the flock with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of
Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about
them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of
his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic. And his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly
terms.Genesis 37:2–4The home in which Joseph was raised was comprised of a family filled
with angry, jealous, and deceitful people. Then, within that hostile environment, for seventeen
years, the other sons of Jacob had watched as their father played favorites with Joseph. Their
jealousy had turned into resentment and hatred. Don’t miss the closing comment. Joseph’s
brothers had come to despise their younger brother so severely that they could not even speak a
kind word to him. Try to imagine the mounting pressure in that home. It was a giant powder keg
on the verge of explosion.Adding insult to injury, Joseph was a dreamer. For whatever reason,



he told his brothers about a couple of his dreams. If he hadn’t had strained relations before,
believe me, the dreams alone would have done the trick.Then Joseph had a dream, and when
he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. And he said to them, “Please listen to this
dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose
up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my
sheaf.” Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really
going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.Genesis
37:5–8“Let me tell you about this dream I had,” said Joseph.And when they had heard him out,
his brothers sneered, “What? Do you really think you are going to be our master, that we are
going serve you?” We can imagine each one thinking Get a life, Joe!And Joseph said, “Wait, I’m
not through. I had another dream also.” The biblical text states:Now he had still another dream,
and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; and behold, the sun
and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”And he related it to his father and to
his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have had?
Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves down before you to
the ground?” And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in
mind.Genesis 37:9–11When his dad heard about this dream, he must have frowned as he said,
in effect, “Wait a minute, Son. What’s this all about? Are you trying to tell us that I’m the sun, your
mother is the moon, your brothers are the eleven stars, and we’re all bowing down to you? Now
I’m a little concerned about you, Joseph.”Once again, Jacob responded passively. He noticed
what Joseph said— and even got the point—but he didn’t seem to see beyond it. I’m not sure he
noticed the jealousy of his other sons; or if he did, he didn’t deal with it. He backed away, saying
in essence, “Well, that’s just the way it is. That’s just the way we are in this family.” Parental
passivity is lethal in a family that’s getting out of control. And here’s a classic example. The fuse
has just about reached the keg.Sent by His FatherSometime after this, Joseph’s “brothers went
to pasture their father’s flocks,” but Joseph didn’t go with them, possibly because Jacob wanted
to keep him by his side.Then his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock in Shechem. And
Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock in Shechem? Come, and I will
send you to them.” And he said to him, “I will go.” Then he said to him, “Go now and see about
the welfare of your brothers and the welfare of the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent
him from the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.Genesis 37:12–14It’s interesting to
note that Jacob’s sons returned to the area called Shechem to pasture their animals. This was
the very place where their sister, Dinah, had been raped and where they had killed all the men
and raided their homes and property. When Jacob realized where they had gone, he probably
thought, “Because of what they did to the people of Shechem, my boys may be in danger.” So he
ordered Joseph to go and check on his brothers and report back.One wonders what Jacob was
thinking at this point. Or if he was thinking at all. Was he totally oblivious to the situation? How
could he avoid seeing the seething hatred and jealousy within his own household? Had he no
concept of the danger into which he was sending his favorite son? In reality, he set Joseph up for



what happened. You’re about to witness an explosion of pent-up emotions.. . . So Joseph went
after his brothers and found them at Dothan. When they saw him from a distance and before he
came close to them, they plotted against him to put him to death. And they said to one another,
“Here comes this dreamer! Now then, come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits;
and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured him.’ Then let us see what will become of his
dreams!”Genesis 37:17–20Mistreated by His BrothersYou talk about hostility in a family! As
soon as they saw Joseph coming, the brothers’ immediate reaction was stated with clinched
teeth: “It’s the dreamer! Let’s kill him!” This is a timely moment to point out that the mixture of a
passive parent in a hostile family environment results in out-of-control consequences. By now,
the brothers had murder on their minds.Interestingly, at that point, Reuben steps in.But Reuben
heard this and rescued him out of their hands and said, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben further
said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but do not lay
hands on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hands, to restore him to his father.Genesis
37:21–22Remember Reuben? This is Reuben, the firstborn. This is Reuben, who had slept with
his father’s concubine. Perhaps because he was the eldest, he felt some sense of responsibility
for his younger brother. Or in an unguarded moment he was becoming a better man than he had
been.“Look, let’s not kill him,” Reuben said. “Let’s just throw him in a pit and leave him. We might
teach him a lesson, but there’s no reason to kill him.” Meanwhile, Reuben was thinking that he
would return later, rescue Joseph, and take him back home.So it came about, when Joseph
reached his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the varicolored tunic that was on
him; and they took him and threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty, without any water in
it.Then they sat down to eat a meal. . . .Genesis 37:23–25Obviously the brothers must have
agreed with Reuben’s plan. But notice the first thing they did when Joseph arrived: “They
stripped Joseph of his tunic.” That hated robe of special favoritism was the first thing to
go.“Remove that robe,” they said. It was as if they were saying: “Take off that fur coat! You’re no
better than we are.” Then they threw him into the pit.After that, they sat down and had lunch! All
their anger has made them ravenous. Amazing, isn’t it? No guilty conscience here!A CARAVAN
TO EGYPTThen they sat down to eat a meal. And as they raised their eyes and looked, behold,
a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing aromatic gum and
balm and myrrh, on their way to bring them down to Egypt. And Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is it for us to kill our brother and cover up his blood? “Come and let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers
listened to him. Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought
Joseph into Egypt.Genesis 37:25–28A chill runs up my spine when I read what these men did to
their own brother. Spotting a caravan of traders, Judah said, in effect, “Hey, Reuben’s right. Let’s
not kill the kid. After all, he is a member of our family, and we don’t need his blood on our hands.
Let’s dump him. Better yet, let’s make some money in the process.” The others agreed, and for
20 pieces of silver (which is what they would have paid for a handicapped slave in those days)



they turned him over to a group of total strangers—a band of Midianite traders.So they took
Joseph’s tunic, and slaughtered a male goat, and dipped the tunic in the blood; and they sent
the varicolored tunic and brought it to their father and said, “We found this; please examine it to
see whether it is your son’s tunic or not.” Then he examined it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A
wild beast has devoured him; Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!”Genesis 37:31–33As the
caravan wended its way across the fields and out of sight, the brothers calmly dipped Joseph’s
robe in the blood of a freshly killed goat.Then they took the bloodstained garment back to their
father, tossed it on the floor, and said, “We found this. We think it may be your son’s robe.”When
he saw the bloody evidence, Jacob came to the desired conclusion: His beloved son, Joseph,
was dead.Just one more deception, one more act of hatred in a family filled with both. What a
harsh reality! What tragic consequences. Jacob, an aging father, had sowed the wind and was
now reaping the whirlwind. I cannot help but wonder what went through Jacob’s mind that night
as he, alone, tossed and turned through those torturous hours. I wonder if he might have
realized his own failure as a father, and poured out his heart in anguished prayer.LESSONS
LEARNED FROM ADVERSITYPerhaps this is a good time to call to mind several lessons we
can learn from Jacob’s family and Joseph’s adversity. The first is obvious.• No enemy is more
subtle than passivity. When parents are passive, they may eventually discipline, but by then the
delayed reaction is often carried out in anger. Passivity waits and waits until finally, when it can
wait no longer, it comes down with both feet! When that happens, children are not disciplined,
they are brutalized. Passivity not only blinds us to the here and now, it makes us inconsistent.I’m
extremely exercised in my soul these days on behalf of the American family. And if Christians
don’t begin to wake up and take control of the situation, through the power of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who in the world will?Now, you may say, “Well, I’m a grandparent now. My child-rearing
days are over.” Or, “I’m single. What can I do about it?” But those statements are cop-outs,
convenient excuses. We are all born into families, we all live in families of one kind or another,
and we all interact with families every day of our lives. In case you haven’t noticed lately, the
family is on a slippery slope, scarcely resembling the family of fifty years ago.I was shocked
recently to see a chart that compared the top disciplinary problems of 1990 with those of 1940,
based on the testimony of public school teachers.19401990Talking out of turnDrug
abuseChewing gumAlcohol abuseMaking noisePregnancyRunning in the hallsSuicideCutting in
lineRapeDress code infractionsRobberyLitteringAssaultSince 1940 the top disciplinary
problems in public schools have taken a downward plunge from chewing gum and cutting in line
to drug and alcohol abuse, rape, and assault.4My shock turned to dismay while reading
Stephen Covey’s latest book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families. In a penetrating
chapter devoted to parents who desire to make a difference in a world that’s lost its way, Covey
tells the story of a seven-year-old boy who was troubled. His father, thinking he may be having
nightmares, urged him to tell him what was bothering him. After a lot of persuasion, the boy
began to describe several scenes of horrible, hard-core pornography. Restraining his surprise,
the dad probed to find out where his son had been exposed to such filth. The final finger pointed



to a nine-year-old boy in the neighborhood, who had turned a computer room in his basement
into a porn shop—and neither of his parents knew anything about it.Covey asks, How could this
happen? How could it be that we live in a society where technology makes it possible for children
—who have no wisdom or experience or judgment on these matters—to become victims of such
sick, deeply addictive mental poisoning as pornography?Over the past thirty years the situation
for families has changed powerfully and dramatically.• Illegitimate birthrates have increased
more than 400 percent.• The percentage of families headed by a single parent has more than
tripled.• The divorce rate has more than doubled.• Teenage suicide has increased almost 300
percent.• Scholastic Aptitude Test scores among all students have dropped 73 points.• The
number-one health problem for American women today is domestic violence. Four million
women are beaten each year by their partners.• One-fourth of all adolescents contract a
sexually transmitted disease before they graduate from high school.5None of this should
surprise us, not really. After all, the average child spends seven hours a day watching television
but only five minutes a day with Dad.6CHAPTER ONEFavored Son, Hated BrotherIcouldn’t help
but smile when the slogan on the page to the left fell into my hands out of an envelope that also
contained the letter from a former military friend. He and I both knew, from experience, that those
eight bold words did indeed represent an unwritten policy of the marines—at least the “old
corps” of which we were once a part. I understand it’s changing these days (frankly, I’ll believe it
when I see it). If so, such changes are long overdue.Changes regarding forgiveness may be
occurring in the ranks of the marines, but they aren’t among the ranks of humanity. “I don’t get
mad, I get even” isn’t merely a harmless bumper sticker that makes people smile; it’s a strong
statement of painful reality. How else can we explain the proliferation of lawsuits, the short fuses
of American drivers, or the explosive reactions and sometimes deadly retaliations of those who
feel they’ve been wronged? “Getting even” has reached the level of a twisted art form in our
hostile society. Humans do err, and God does forgive. But neither represents a policy most folks
are willing to accept.Thankfully, there are exceptions. Every once in a while we happen upon a
life that boldly represents a contrast to the lowest common denominator of today’s low-level
majority opinion. Occasionally, such a person emerges, and we are stunned by his or her
greatness.This happened to me back in 1980. I decided early in the summer to read the Bible
through from Genesis to Revelation before the end of that year. I hadn’t finished even the first
book of the Scriptures before I met a biblical character whose life caused me to shake my head
in amazement time after time. Regardless of how he was treated, in spite of unfair and erroneous
accusations, even though he was rejected, abandoned, abused, maligned, and forgotten, he
refused to become resentful or bear a grudge or succumb to bitterness. To be completely truthful
with you, he seemed too good to be real. So I read his story again—this time much more slowly
and deliberately. To my amazement, a more careful reading revealed an even deeper level of
patience and purity. I vowed then that someday I would return to that life recorded in Genesis 37
through 50, and, with pen in hand, introduce him to the general public. Here was a man all
should meet!That time has come. At long last, it is my privilege to introduce you to a man of



enormous integrity who modeled continual forgiveness. His name is Joseph. Unless I miss my
guess, you will never forget this man. But why should we be surprised? His biography is found in
the single most astounding book ever written—the Bible. No life recorded there is either
unimportant or forgettable.The Bible is the supreme Book on human personality. . . . From Adam
in Genesis to Satan in the Apocalypse, its portraits are unforgettable. . . . Augustine wrote how
men wander over the earth and wonder at the rivers and the mountains and the sea and the
stars, while all the time man himself is the great wonder. . . . How fearful and how wonderful are
man’s terrible and glorious capacities and possibilities. . . . It is said that every man’s life contains
sufficient material for a great novel.1GOD’S TRAINING MANUALGod constantly uses the lives
of Bible characters to teach us, to encourage us, to warn us. Who can forget the impact of the
truths lived out in the lives of David and Esther, of Moses and Jonah, of Peter and Paul? It’s
impossible to leave truth in the theoretical realm when you see it revealed in the lives of real-life
men and women. That is what these divinely inspired biographies do; they distill truth and weave
it into the fabric of everyday living. God’s training manual is full of lives that inspire and
instruct.Romans 15:4 states, “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our
instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope” (emphasis added). This reference to “earlier times” encompasses all the truths written in
the Old Testament. And if I read this verse correctly, there are two basic reasons God has
allowed us to have the Old Testament available for study and application: first, for present
instruction, and second, for future hope. God has given us this information so that our minds can
learn the truth about Him and about life, and so that we will be encouraged to persevere in the
future.Then, 1 Corinthians 10, verses 6 and 11 say: “Now these things happened as examples
for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. . . . Now these things happened
to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the
ages have come” (emphasis added). “These things” in verse 6 refer to the first five verses of that
chapter, which point back to the people of Israel and some of the things they endured and
experienced. The same thought is then repeated in verse 11, emphasizing that God has given
us Old Testament truths to instruct us, to give us hope, and to warn us about how we are to live
day by day, so that we might not crave the evil things some of our spiritual ancestors
craved.Earlier I quoted Clarence Edward Macartney’s statement that concludes with the
comment that everyone’s life has the makings of a novel. Perhaps no life in the Bible reads more
like a suspenseful and compelling novel than Joseph’s.Joseph’s story is a finely wrought and
self-contained novella, describing in vivid detail the development of his character from
charismatic and arrogant youth to compassionate middle age. . . . Genesis reaches a
melodramatic peak in these climactic last chapters: a riches-to-rags-to-riches tale replete with
every human passion—love and hate, ambition and glory, jealousy and fury. Tears of joy and
grief are shed. Garments are rent in anguish. It’s a gripping saga of treachery and deception,
betrayal and forgiveness.2A BRIEF OVERVIEWBefore we get better acquainted with Joseph,
let’s take a quick glance at some background information. It will help if you remember that his



biography falls neatly into three distinct segments.• Birth to Seventeen Years (Genesis 30:24–
37:2) During this time Joseph’s family was in transition—everyone was unsettled, on the move. A
low-level antagonism was brewing as his family clashed and argued in jealousy and hatred.•
Seventeen to Thirty Years (Genesis 37:2–41:46) This second segment occurs as Joseph
reaches young manhood. It seems as though his life becomes out of control. Enslavement,
unfair accusation, and imprisonment assault him.• Thirty Years to Death (Genesis 41:46–50:26)
Joseph’s last eighty years are years of prosperity and reward under God’s blessing. He had the
classic opportunity to get even with his brothers, to ruin them forever, but he refused. Instead he
blessed, protected, and forgave.Jacob: the Aging FatherThe first person we encounter (and
need to understand) is Joseph’s father, Jacob. His other name is Israel which means “God
strives”—a name given to him after he wrestled with God and clung to Him for a blessing. (The
story is recorded in Genesis 32:22–32.) This name is a significant improvement over his original
name, Jacob, which literally meant “chiseler” or “deceiver.” We will come back to that in a
moment, but for now, read the opening lines of Genesis 37 slowly and carefully:Now Jacob lived
in the land where his father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. These are the records of the
generations of Jacob. Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his
brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his
father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father. Now Israel
loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a
varicolored tunic.Genesis 37:1–3Jacob was an aging man when Joseph was born. The
Scriptures declare that Joseph was “the son of his old age.” Jacob’s original name, “deceiver,”
was appropriate since that had been his nature from the time he was a very young man. It is not
surprising, then, that deception was part of the on-going problem in his family later in his life.Not
only was Jacob a deceiver, we shall also see that he was a passive father. Here, in this ancient
story, is a classic illustration of a man who was too busy for his family, too preoccupied and
unconcerned, which meant he was too passive to deal with what was occurring in the lives of
any of his children.Because Jacob was getting up in years at this time, he loved Joseph to the
utmost. When Joseph was born, Jacob got a new lease on life. We often witness that today
when men in their late forties or older become fathers. When that happens, older fathers seem to
gain a new incentive to rearrange their lives. And that’s what happened to Jacob when Joseph
was born. Furthermore, his great love for Joseph was underscored by the fact that he was the
child of Jacob’s beloved wife, Rachel.A few chapters earlier we read these words about
Joseph’s birth.Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to her and opened her
womb. So she conceived and bore a son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” And she
named him Joseph, saying, “May the LORD give me another son.”Genesis 30:22–24His mother
gave him the name Joseph, which means “add to me,” or “may He [God] add.” Rachel was
saying, “May the LORD give me another son.”Until Joseph was born, Rachel had been barren,
and the greatest stigma for a woman of her culture was sterility. For a woman to be married and
to live out her life without children was a disgrace to her and often to her husband. In this case,



however, it was not a stigma for Jacob, because he already had children by his first wife, Leah,
who also happened to be Rachel’s sister. That brings up another interesting story. Stay with me
through a few details. It will help you appreciate and understand what Joseph experienced early
in life.When Jacob was a young man, he fell in love with Rachel, the beautiful daughter of a man
named Laban. “If I can marry your daughter Rachel,”Jacob promised Laban, “I will work for you
faithfully for seven years.” The bargain was struck, and Jacob served out his seven years. But on
Jacob’s wedding day, Laban pulled a switch; he tricked Jacob. He deceived the deceiver, some
might say, and Jacob ended up married to Leah, Rachel’s older and less attractive sister.When
Jacob realized what had happened, he said, “I will work seven more years for Rachel.”
Understand, she was the woman he really loved.So Laban gave him Rachel as his second wife,
and Jacob worked another seven years for his father-in-law. Obviously, this family was not off to
a good start!Within the next few years, Leah bore Jacob seven children—six sons and one
daughter. As a result of Leah and Rachel’s competition for his affection and for motherhood, he
also bore four sons by his wives’ handmaidens.During all this, Rachel pleaded with God to open
her womb, to give her a child. Finally God remembered her and gave them Joseph.By now,
Jacob had worked twenty long years for his father-in-law and was eager to be on his way. Laban
lived in Haran, a land far to the northeast of Canaan, and Jacob wanted to take his wives and his
family back to his homeland, the land of Canaan, commonly referred to as the Promised
Land.Now it came about when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, “Send me
away, that I may go to my own place and to my own country. Give me my wives and my children
for whom I have served you, and let me depart; for you yourself know my service which I have
rendered you.”Genesis 30:25–26Canaan: The Promised Land“Canaan is where I belong,” Jacob
said to his father-in-law. “That’s where my people have their roots. That’s where I want to rear my
children.”Laban agreed, but in the process, once again, he and Jacob both tried to deceive each
other. Finally, however, Jacob and his family made their way back to the land of Canaan—but not
without tragedy. The first incident occurred when they got to the city of Shechem, in an area
populated by the people known as the Hivites. Read and weep:Now Dinah the daughter of Leah,
whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the daughters of the land. And when Shechem
the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and lay with her by
force.Genesis 34:1–2Tragically, Dinah was raped. But she was surrounded by brothers who
loved her and were concerned for her welfare. They devised a plan, deceived the Hivites into
falling into their trap, and slaughtered all the men in the city. Then they carried off all their wealth
and all their women and children (Gen. 34:29).When Jacob heard what his sons had done to
retaliate, he was angry. Apparently not about what had been done to his daughter, or even about
the magnitude of their brutal revenge. What Jacob was most concerned about, if you can believe
it, was his public relations with the rest of the people in the land.The second tragedy involved
Rachel. While they were still journeying back to the home of Jacob’s father, Isaac, God heard
Rachel’s prayers and gave her another son.Then they journeyed from Bethel; and when there
was still some distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and she suffered severe



labor. And it came about when she was in severe labor that the midwife said to her, “Do not fear,
for now you have another son.” And it came about as her soul was departing (for she died), that
she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. So Rachel died and was buried on
the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).Genesis 35:16–19What a sad day that must have been!
Jacob had worked long and hard for the woman he loved, and Rachel had waited years to bear
his sons. Now, on the very doorstep of his hometown, with his household and all his
possessions in tow, his children from Leah and his two sons from Rachel, Jacob’s beloved
Rachel died at childbirth. On top of that, while he was still grieving for her,Then Israel [Jacob]
journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder. And it came about while Israel was
dwelling in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine; and Israel
heard of it.Now there were twelve sons of Jacob—Genesis 35:21–22Reuben had sexual
relations with Bilhah, who was the mother of two of his half-brothers. Jacob (Israel) was such a
passive father that when he heard what his son had done, he did absolutely nothing about it.
This seems evident by the fact that the writer, after stating the facts, just goes on to record the
names of Jacob’s twelve sons. When he heard about the rape of his daughter, he did nothing;
and when he learned that his own son had committed incest with Bilhah, again he did nothing.
Nothing!Some might say, “Wait a minute. Maybe Jacob wasn’t told about it. Maybe they kept this
information from him.” But we know that is not true; the text says that he heard about both
incidents. In fact, when Jacob was dying, he gathered all of his sons around him and gave them
his blessing. “He blessed them, every one with the blessing appropriate to him” (Gen. 49:28). In
the course of this, he said:“Reuben, you are my first-born;My might and the beginning of my
strength,Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.Uncontrolled as water, you shall not
have preeminence,Because you went up to your father’s bed;Then you defiled it—he went up to
my couch.”Genesis 49:3–4All of this is a poetic way of saying, “Reuben, you are wild and
reckless, and you committed a shameful act. Because of this you will no longer excel in honor
and power as the firstborn should.” A footnote in the New International Version (niv) states:
“Reuben’s descendants were characterized by indecision” (see Judges 5:15–16).If you’re like
me, when you read this final account, you want to say to Jacob, “Why are you saying all this now,
years later? Where were you when all this happened? Why didn’t you deal with it at the time, as
you should have as a father? Why didn’t you step in back then? If you don’t, who will guide your
children?”Thanks for staying with me through those historical details. I have gone into all of this
background so you will begin to see and understand the deception, the intrigue, the anger, the
rebellion, the rivalry, and out-of-control jealousy that were rampant within the ranks of Jacob’s
boys—all characteristics that had been displayed by their father. This was the home into which
young Joseph was born, and it was a pretty pathetic environment in which to raise a boy.Joseph:
The Favorite SonKeep in mind that from the time of his birth, Joseph was his father’s favorite. He
was the firstborn of Jacob’s favorite wife, Rachel, whom he dearly loved. He was the child of
Jacob’s old age. Joseph was also unlike his brothers in character and attitude. Perhaps Jacob
favored Joseph for all those reasons. Not only did he love him the most, he unwisely showed him



great favoritism.Now, Jacob’s other sons were no fools. They might have been lustful, unruly,
deceitful, and vengeful, but they weren’t stupid. They quickly realized, by the highly visible
evidence of their father’s indulgences toward Joseph, that he was the pet in the family. His
mother had been the favored wife, and Joseph was the favored son. And they weren’t about to
sit back and let that continue. In only a matter of time, they would unleash their anger. Watch
closely as their fuse grew shorter.Now Israel [Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his sons,
because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic.Genesis
37:3Passive fathers tend to favor the child who is easiest to raise. It’s difficult to deal with a child
who’s hard to raise. (That’s why he’s hard to raise!) So a passive father will tend to favor the one
who isn’t difficult. Since Jacob had eleven who were hard to handle, he favored the one who was
a delight to his heart.As I mentioned earlier, Jacob did nothing to hide this favoritism. In fact, he
put it on display by giving Joseph “a varicolored tunic,” or, as the familiar King James Version
translates it, “a coat of many colors.” (The New International Version calls it “a richly ornamented
robe.”)One reliable Old Testament commentator, H. C. Leupold, says this regarding the style of
Joseph’s garment: “This tunic was sleeved and extended to the ankles.” He draws this
conclusion from the Hebrew word passeem, which means “wrists” or “ankles.”3You can’t work
very well in a garment that has sleeves and extends all the way down to your ankles, especially if
it’s a costly, richly ornamented robe. It would be like sending a welder to a construction site
wearing a full-length mink coat. In Joseph’s day, the working garb was a short, sleeveless tunic.
This left the arms and legs free so that workers could easily maneuver and move about. As you
can imagine, by giving Joseph this elaborate full-length coat, which was also a sign of nobility in
that day, his father was boldly implying, “You can wear this beautiful garment because you don’t
have to work like those brothers of yours.”A MURDEROUS PLOTJoseph, when seventeen years
of age, was pasturing the flock with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of
Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about
them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of
his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic. And his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly
terms.Genesis 37:2–4The home in which Joseph was raised was comprised of a family filled
with angry, jealous, and deceitful people. Then, within that hostile environment, for seventeen
years, the other sons of Jacob had watched as their father played favorites with Joseph. Their
jealousy had turned into resentment and hatred. Don’t miss the closing comment. Joseph’s
brothers had come to despise their younger brother so severely that they could not even speak a
kind word to him. Try to imagine the mounting pressure in that home. It was a giant powder keg
on the verge of explosion.Adding insult to injury, Joseph was a dreamer. For whatever reason,
he told his brothers about a couple of his dreams. If he hadn’t had strained relations before,
believe me, the dreams alone would have done the trick.Then Joseph had a dream, and when
he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. And he said to them, “Please listen to this
dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose



up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my
sheaf.” Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really
going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.Genesis
37:5–8“Let me tell you about this dream I had,” said Joseph.And when they had heard him out,
his brothers sneered, “What? Do you really think you are going to be our master, that we are
going serve you?” We can imagine each one thinking Get a life, Joe!And Joseph said, “Wait, I’m
not through. I had another dream also.” The biblical text states:Now he had still another dream,
and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; and behold, the sun
and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”And he related it to his father and to
his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have had?
Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves down before you to
the ground?” And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in
mind.Genesis 37:9–11When his dad heard about this dream, he must have frowned as he said,
in effect, “Wait a minute, Son. What’s this all about? Are you trying to tell us that I’m the sun, your
mother is the moon, your brothers are the eleven stars, and we’re all bowing down to you? Now
I’m a little concerned about you, Joseph.”Once again, Jacob responded passively. He noticed
what Joseph said— and even got the point—but he didn’t seem to see beyond it. I’m not sure he
noticed the jealousy of his other sons; or if he did, he didn’t deal with it. He backed away, saying
in essence, “Well, that’s just the way it is. That’s just the way we are in this family.” Parental
passivity is lethal in a family that’s getting out of control. And here’s a classic example. The fuse
has just about reached the keg.Sent by His FatherSometime after this, Joseph’s “brothers went
to pasture their father’s flocks,” but Joseph didn’t go with them, possibly because Jacob wanted
to keep him by his side.Then his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock in Shechem. And
Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock in Shechem? Come, and I will
send you to them.” And he said to him, “I will go.” Then he said to him, “Go now and see about
the welfare of your brothers and the welfare of the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent
him from the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.Genesis 37:12–14It’s interesting to
note that Jacob’s sons returned to the area called Shechem to pasture their animals. This was
the very place where their sister, Dinah, had been raped and where they had killed all the men
and raided their homes and property. When Jacob realized where they had gone, he probably
thought, “Because of what they did to the people of Shechem, my boys may be in danger.” So he
ordered Joseph to go and check on his brothers and report back.One wonders what Jacob was
thinking at this point. Or if he was thinking at all. Was he totally oblivious to the situation? How
could he avoid seeing the seething hatred and jealousy within his own household? Had he no
concept of the danger into which he was sending his favorite son? In reality, he set Joseph up for
what happened. You’re about to witness an explosion of pent-up emotions.. . . So Joseph went
after his brothers and found them at Dothan. When they saw him from a distance and before he
came close to them, they plotted against him to put him to death. And they said to one another,
“Here comes this dreamer! Now then, come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits;



and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured him.’ Then let us see what will become of his
dreams!”Genesis 37:17–20Mistreated by His BrothersYou talk about hostility in a family! As
soon as they saw Joseph coming, the brothers’ immediate reaction was stated with clinched
teeth: “It’s the dreamer! Let’s kill him!” This is a timely moment to point out that the mixture of a
passive parent in a hostile family environment results in out-of-control consequences. By now,
the brothers had murder on their minds.Interestingly, at that point, Reuben steps in.But Reuben
heard this and rescued him out of their hands and said, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben further
said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but do not lay
hands on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hands, to restore him to his father.Genesis
37:21–22Remember Reuben? This is Reuben, the firstborn. This is Reuben, who had slept with
his father’s concubine. Perhaps because he was the eldest, he felt some sense of responsibility
for his younger brother. Or in an unguarded moment he was becoming a better man than he had
been.“Look, let’s not kill him,” Reuben said. “Let’s just throw him in a pit and leave him. We might
teach him a lesson, but there’s no reason to kill him.” Meanwhile, Reuben was thinking that he
would return later, rescue Joseph, and take him back home.So it came about, when Joseph
reached his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the varicolored tunic that was on
him; and they took him and threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty, without any water in
it.Then they sat down to eat a meal. . . .Genesis 37:23–25Obviously the brothers must have
agreed with Reuben’s plan. But notice the first thing they did when Joseph arrived: “They
stripped Joseph of his tunic.” That hated robe of special favoritism was the first thing to
go.“Remove that robe,” they said. It was as if they were saying: “Take off that fur coat! You’re no
better than we are.” Then they threw him into the pit.After that, they sat down and had lunch! All
their anger has made them ravenous. Amazing, isn’t it? No guilty conscience here!A CARAVAN
TO EGYPTThen they sat down to eat a meal. And as they raised their eyes and looked, behold,
a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing aromatic gum and
balm and myrrh, on their way to bring them down to Egypt. And Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is it for us to kill our brother and cover up his blood? “Come and let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers
listened to him. Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought
Joseph into Egypt.Genesis 37:25–28A chill runs up my spine when I read what these men did to
their own brother. Spotting a caravan of traders, Judah said, in effect, “Hey, Reuben’s right. Let’s
not kill the kid. After all, he is a member of our family, and we don’t need his blood on our hands.
Let’s dump him. Better yet, let’s make some money in the process.” The others agreed, and for
20 pieces of silver (which is what they would have paid for a handicapped slave in those days)
they turned him over to a group of total strangers—a band of Midianite traders.So they took
Joseph’s tunic, and slaughtered a male goat, and dipped the tunic in the blood; and they sent
the varicolored tunic and brought it to their father and said, “We found this; please examine it to
see whether it is your son’s tunic or not.” Then he examined it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A



wild beast has devoured him; Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!”Genesis 37:31–33As the
caravan wended its way across the fields and out of sight, the brothers calmly dipped Joseph’s
robe in the blood of a freshly killed goat.Then they took the bloodstained garment back to their
father, tossed it on the floor, and said, “We found this. We think it may be your son’s robe.”When
he saw the bloody evidence, Jacob came to the desired conclusion: His beloved son, Joseph,
was dead.Just one more deception, one more act of hatred in a family filled with both. What a
harsh reality! What tragic consequences. Jacob, an aging father, had sowed the wind and was
now reaping the whirlwind. I cannot help but wonder what went through Jacob’s mind that night
as he, alone, tossed and turned through those torturous hours. I wonder if he might have
realized his own failure as a father, and poured out his heart in anguished prayer.LESSONS
LEARNED FROM ADVERSITYPerhaps this is a good time to call to mind several lessons we
can learn from Jacob’s family and Joseph’s adversity. The first is obvious.• No enemy is more
subtle than passivity. When parents are passive, they may eventually discipline, but by then the
delayed reaction is often carried out in anger. Passivity waits and waits until finally, when it can
wait no longer, it comes down with both feet! When that happens, children are not disciplined,
they are brutalized. Passivity not only blinds us to the here and now, it makes us inconsistent.I’m
extremely exercised in my soul these days on behalf of the American family. And if Christians
don’t begin to wake up and take control of the situation, through the power of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who in the world will?Now, you may say, “Well, I’m a grandparent now. My child-rearing
days are over.” Or, “I’m single. What can I do about it?” But those statements are cop-outs,
convenient excuses. We are all born into families, we all live in families of one kind or another,
and we all interact with families every day of our lives. In case you haven’t noticed lately, the
family is on a slippery slope, scarcely resembling the family of fifty years ago.I was shocked
recently to see a chart that compared the top disciplinary problems of 1990 with those of 1940,
based on the testimony of public school teachers.19401990Talking out of turnDrug
abuseChewing gumAlcohol abuseMaking noisePregnancyRunning in the hallsSuicideCutting in
lineRapeDress code infractionsRobberyLitteringAssault19401990Talking out of turnDrug
abuseChewing gumAlcohol abuseMaking noisePregnancyRunning in the hallsSuicideCutting in
lineRapeDress code infractionsRobberyLitteringAssault1940194019901990Talking out of
turnTalking out of turnDrug abuseDrug abuseChewing gumChewing gumAlcohol abuseAlcohol
abuseMaking noiseMaking noisePregnancyPregnancyRunning in the hallsRunning in the
hallsSuicideSuicideCutting in lineCutting in lineRapeRapeDress code infractionsDress code
infractionsRobberyRobberyLitteringLitteringAssaultAssaultSince 1940 the top disciplinary
problems in public schools have taken a downward plunge from chewing gum and cutting in line
to drug and alcohol abuse, rape, and assault.4My shock turned to dismay while reading
Stephen Covey’s latest book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families. In a penetrating
chapter devoted to parents who desire to make a difference in a world that’s lost its way, Covey
tells the story of a seven-year-old boy who was troubled. His father, thinking he may be having
nightmares, urged him to tell him what was bothering him. After a lot of persuasion, the boy



began to describe several scenes of horrible, hard-core pornography. Restraining his surprise,
the dad probed to find out where his son had been exposed to such filth. The final finger pointed
to a nine-year-old boy in the neighborhood, who had turned a computer room in his basement
into a porn shop—and neither of his parents knew anything about it.Covey asks, How could this
happen? How could it be that we live in a society where technology makes it possible for children
—who have no wisdom or experience or judgment on these matters—to become victims of such
sick, deeply addictive mental poisoning as pornography?Over the past thirty years the situation
for families has changed powerfully and dramatically.• Illegitimate birthrates have increased
more than 400 percent.• The percentage of families headed by a single parent has more than
tripled.• The divorce rate has more than doubled.• Teenage suicide has increased almost 300
percent.• Scholastic Aptitude Test scores among all students have dropped 73 points.• The
number-one health problem for American women today is domestic violence. Four million
women are beaten each year by their partners.• One-fourth of all adolescents contract a
sexually transmitted disease before they graduate from high school.5None of this should
surprise us, not really. After all, the average child spends seven hours a day watching television
but only five minutes a day with Dad.6
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Nellesha, “excellent read!!!!. This book was an absolute masterpiece. As I read, I had to go back
and reread as I allow the words to penetrate my spirit. I have been asking myself when faced
with difficulties, am I a woman of integrity? is God pleased with me? am I right with man and
God?Joseph lived an exemplary life and it’s a life that all men must follow. From the pit to the
prison to the palace, how many of us can safely say without any doubt to people who meant to
kill us, that “you meant it for evil, but God meant it for good”.”

Marc A. Medley, “The Joseph Story Is My (Marc’s) Story. I related so well to this narrative of
Joseph. I know the biblical account backwards and forwards as I have experienced many of the
things that Joseph did. It was something though to gain new insights from Charles R. Swindoll. I
absolutely loved the book. I read David years ago and now I will have to read Esther.
Outstanding book that I highly recommend.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A great study of Joseph.. I started to see if it would work as the center
focus for a Sunday School study. I'm pleased to report that it will work well. My only negative is
that there doesn't appear to be a leaders guide available.”

Whynot, “Much More Substance. If you are looking for something with more substance than the
Broadway show, this should fit the bill. The words are insightful, motivational, and offer a portrait
of one the Bible's most inspiring characters. The author very capably applies Joseph's life to be
used as a guide for yours.”

Joyce, “Absolutely Wonderful Book. I couldn't put this book down. Next to Jesus, the story of
Joseph is my favorite. I'm always blessed as I read about Joseph's life. I'm Grateful to Charles
Swindoll in his writing of Joseph. I received inspiration, and by examining my own life I pray that
the Holy Spirit will  help me apply this new insight to my Spiritual walk.  Love this book!!!”

I hate shopping, “Amazing. Charles Swindoll not only tells the story of Joseph, but relates his
character to you and me, explaining reasons for our thoughts and actions. I enjoyed reading his
encouraging words about how we can change our attitude to others. Excellent read.”

Matthew J. Maples, “This was a very good overview of Joseph.. This was a very good overview
of Joseph. I like this series overall. It’s a very nice basic overview of Joseph’s life. It’s extremely
readable, and follows the story in Genesis extremely well. This is a good book to read.”

jansk, “An inspirational book!. Joseph is one of my favorite Bible characters. Charles Swindoll
has written the story to help you feel like you actually KNOW Joseph!”



Sunny Shirl, “Joseph! What a man. Another gem from one of the greatest teachers in the world.
This book should be read by all pschycologists, or troubled people anywhere. Packed with
wisdom and insight on what true positive attitude is. I love this author very much. It is like having
a close friend and mentor speaking when I read his works.  Thank you Mr. Swindoll.”

George i, “good. Very challenging the only problem I had with the book was spelling mistakes or
extra letters where they should not be but could just be a software error, this is the third book I
have read in this series and I look forward to reading the rest”

Ebook Library Reader, “Very Inspirational. A very good book, inspirational, and full of resources
to build, and rebuild one's life, what to do when faced with challenges etc.Thank you very much
Charles. God Bless.”

Mr. G. T. Kingsley, “Worth the read if you want to know more about the character. Charles is a
Good writer but sometimes goes on a bit. Still worth the read if you want to know more about the
character or are have a hard time. Elijah and David are better books I think.”

Mrs O, “Five Stars. Very good book, worth every penny.”

The book by Charles R. Swindoll has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 702 people have provided
feedback.
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